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There was a public information session held by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Clayton on Monday, February 
22, 2016 at 5:30 PM in the Municipal Building. 
 
PRESENT: 

 Norma Zimmer, Mayor 
John Buker, Trustee  
Jerry Forger, Trustee 
Shauna Sherboneau, Trustee 

 
VISITOR(S): 

 Carrie Tuttle, Director of Engineering, DANC 
 Jeff Overstrom, W/WW Manager DANC 
 
OTHERS:  

Michelle E. Gaeta, Clerk 
Geneva Phelps-Miller, Treasurer 

 
Public Information Session –Illegal Storm Drain connections: 
 

Mayor Norma Zimmer introduced Jeff Overstrom and Carrie Tuttle of DANC and welcomed those present for the 
information session.  Mr. Overstrom began an overview of the wastewater treatment plant and upgrades since it was 
constructed, and what needs to be done in the near and distant future. The overview of the presentation is as follows: 

 Wastewater Treatment Plant  

 Collection System  

 Combined Sewer Overflow  

 Why Seal CSOs 

 Historical CSO Flow 

 How do we Benefit? 

 Water Produced vs Wastewater Treated 

 CSO Decommissioning 

 With CSOs Decommissioned - What Can We Do to Prevent Manual Overflow Events? 

 Storm Water Infrastructure Village of Clayton 

 Riverside Drive Pump Station Flow SCADA Flow Data From 1/10/16 

 Water Produced vs. Water Treated 

 Action Plan – Next Steps 
 
W/WW Manager Overstrom stated that during heavy rainfall and/or rapid snow melt, combined sewer overflows 
(CSOs) sent the excess flow directly into the river.  The CSOs have been sealed to reduce and eliminate raw sewage 
from discharging into the river, and as part of the Village’s ongoing efforts to be proactive and environmentally 
conscious.  With the CSOs in place, NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation required the Village to implement an 
offset control plan, which requires all new construction (i.e., single family home or new business) to remove 2 gallons 
of storm water from the sanitary sewer system for every 1 gallon contributed. Due to regulatory 
restrictions/requirements and public health concerns, the historical connections are not allowed going forward. Do we 
need to alleviate sump pumps and roof leaders? Yes.  Can we test for them and find them? Yes.  This needs to be 
identified and taken care of. The Village will proactively work on reducing these issues.  We ask everyone to assist 
with this, which reduces cost of operations improves quality of life as well as benefitting water quality of the river. 
 
The Sewer Rehabilitation and Replacement Project, which included improvements to pump stations as well as 
relining and replacement of aging infrastructure, bettered the overflow issues by significant reductions in I&I (inflow 
and infiltration of ground water).  However, there are still many instances of storm water runoff from roof leaders, 
parking lots, and sump pumps which must be addressed.  Continuing to remove storm water from the storm drain 
system will result in cost benefits through reduced testing and sampling.  
 
The slide show presentation is available in .pdf format on the Village website on the Meetings Page, or by using the 
following link:  http://villageofclayton.org/content/Generic/View/7.  The .pdf is entitled “Village of Clayton Combined 
Sewer Overflow 2.22.16 public info session”. 
 
The following is a summarization of the question and answer session following the presentation: 

Mayor Zimmer stated the Village has been committed to working with homeowners to solve this issue.  She referred 

to her personal experience with the DPW/DANC inspection, and how the inspectors explained where to relocate the 

sump pump flow, and the preferred and most convenient location for the discharge.  She stated that the focus is on 

http://villageofclayton.org/content/Generic/View/7
http://villageofclayton.org/content/Generic/View/7:field=documents;/content/Documents/File/1068.pdf
http://villageofclayton.org/content/Generic/View/7:field=documents;/content/Documents/File/1068.pdf
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the area included in the NYSDOT Route 970L Reconstruction Project (“State Loop) to rectify these issues during the 

reconstruction to avoid tearing up the new road at a later date.  Water/Sewer and DPW employees are available to 

assist homeowners with the process. 

General information: 

 The sump pump connections are only illegal if they are going into the sanitary sewer rather than the storm water 

drain. 

 Ms. Tuttle stated that the Village must work within the State project timeline so time is of the essence for 

properties located in the reconstruction area. 

 The Realtors will be informed of this issue after this meeting. 

 Each affected household is responsible to remedy the issue. 

 There are several options available to redirect flows:  installation of gutters, placement of a dry well in the yard, 

building a raingarden, or routing the flow to a nearby storm drain, if available. 

 Smoke/dye tests will take place shortly.  There will be two weeks’ notice given to residents in the area to be 

tested.  

o W/WW Manager Overstrom stated that Village staff will be coming around, house to house to go 

through, take a look, do a survey, and would direct the homeowners on how and where to put the 

discharge.   

o DANC Director of Engineering, Carrie Tuttle, stated that every house is different, whether it is floor 

drains, or sump pumps, take a look at your home and ask why is water coming in?  There are things 

that the homeowners can do: seal the foundation, and other improvements that may make more sense, 

there may be things you can do the way your roof pitches if you don’t have gutters.  Assess where the 

water is coming from first, then assess where/how the rain run-off and ground water is getting into your 

home.  Contractors will most likely not charge for an estimate, and may provide possible solutions.  The 

DPW and Water/Sewer departments can help identify where storm water lines are, and the closest 

points to connect, however the Village is not allowed to perform work on private property. 

o Ms. Tuttle stated the smoke tests will identify the illegal hookups, and potential connections to existing 

storm water drains.  If there is no storm water drain available, the Village is committed to installation of 

new storm water drains as part of its long-range planning, prioritizing sections during the planning 

process.  

  Mayor Zimmer stated the Village will have to pick the high priority areas and work in stages; it cannot be done all 

at once.   

 Ms. Tuttle stated that since sewer charges are based on water consumption, illegal connections that are 

discharging into the sanitary sewer line increases treatment and plant costs for everyone, not just for those who 

contribute to the problem. 

 
Public Comment: 
 

Public comments centered on the fact that there are several areas where storm water runoff lies in the roads due to 
the lack of storm water drains.  There was also concern about rerouting the flows causing issues with flooding in 
cellars, and continued inflow and infiltration of ground water into the sanitary sewer system which people believe 
causes backups in cellars. 
 
Ms. Tuttle responded that although the recent Sewer Rehabilitation and Replacement Project made a large impact on 
reduction of the inflow and infiltration, there is still much work to be done.  There are still areas of the sanitary sewer 
system where lines need to be replaced, and many of those in the downtown area will be included in the NYSDOT 
Route 970L Project.  However, a recent survey revealed that 20% of the homes in the Village have illegal 
connections to the sanitary sewer that contribute 1000’s of gallons of water to the sanitary sewer system during storm 
events.  Many other Villages are facing the same issue.  Yard and roof drains have already been identified at several 
businesses and homes, and have previously been corrected. 
 
Mayor Zimmer and the Board stated the Village will continue to identify and work with the largest contributors first to 

resolve the illegal connections.  Additional storm water drains will be installed during future road work.  The Village is 

committed to working with property owners to reach a reasonable means of correcting the problem, and wishes to do 

so in a positive way.  We were waiting until this this meeting to inform the realtors. 
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There being no further discussion, Mayor Zimmer closed the public information session at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Michelle E. Gaeta 
Clerk 


