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 There was a regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Clayton on Monday, 
February 23, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building. 
 
PRESENT:  

 Norma Zimmer, Mayor 
 Debra Rantanen, Trustee 
 Tony Randazzo, Trustee 
 
ABSENT: 

 Bruce Beattie, Trustee 
 Shauna Sherboneau, Trustee 

Geneva Phelps-Miller, Clerk-Treasurer 
 
OTHERS: 

 Kevin Patenaude, Police Chief 
 Terry Jones, DPW Superintendent 
 Jeff Overstrom, W/WW Manager 
 
COMMUNITY RESIDENTS: 

 See Sign-In Sheet (On file in Clerk’s Office) 
 
Pledge of Allegiance/Call to order: 
  
 Mayor Norma Zimmer led the Pledge of Allegiance and called the regular meeting to order at 
6:30 p.m. 
 
Police Report: 
 
 Chief Patenaude presented the monthly Police Department Activity Report.  He has been taking 
action on reports of some sidewalks that have not been shoveled. He has also given names to DPW 
Superintendent Jones to reach out to some summer residents. Mayor Zimmer read the law as it stands for 
clearing walks after snows. A past administration, which set the law, felt that making a walk passable with 
just a shovel’s width removed was enough. The Mayor thinks we should have a new law and put it in the 
paper.  It should include clearing the walk from boundary-to-boundary of the sidewalk. Previously, carrying 
out the law involved sending a certified letter with return receipt. This became cumbersome and expensive, 
taking up to a week to be received.  Currently the DPW will clear a walk if necessary and bill the owner. The 
Chief is looking to the Board for direction, asking for a reasonable time-frame to clear a walk. There is a limit 
of 24 hours currently, but then it snows again. Calling or messaging the owners is necessary. Some are out 
of town, but some have local companies contracted. Everyone has been very busy, but his and the Mayor’s 
main concern is that there are children and elderly who have to walk through the snow or in the street. 
 
DPW Report: 
 
 DPW Superintendent Jones presented the DPW report. There have been other water main breaks, 
most recently on State Street and Rees Street. The DPW is fortunate to have an older but serviceable piece 
of equipment that back-flushes warm water into pipes to thaw them. As the frost is four feet deep, he urges 
residents to let a faucet run a bit. Once the temperatures start to rise, the situation may actually worsen. He 
is taking care of residents first; there is a Riverside Drive business that will be taken care of in the morning. 
 
 Regarding the dock project, DANC advised fire extinguisher stations with light and alarm are 
mandatory every 75 feet on the dock. These would cost approximately $5,000 including labor, but can 
probably be paid for through the contingency fund. Trustee Randazzo thinks the cost is too high for what 
could probably be provided at a lesser price.  Despite there being an extinguisher at the Dockmasters’ Office 
and on most boats, and with the Fire Boat being docked there, the stations still must be provided. 
 
 There has been no response for two weeks from Goutremont Brothers on replacing the back locks 
at the library. Superintendent Jones will also take care of the lock situation. 
 
W/WW Report: 
 

 Jeff Overstrom presented the water/wastewater report to the Board. The Village installed Badger 
meters last year, which are auto-read meters. There is a software to read this and we need to renew the 
support service for continuing license and readers. An invoice for $1,145 has been received. The first year 
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was included in the original cost. From now on, Jeff will include the yearly service cost in his budget and 
report. He would also like refresher training on the units. He will also be able to put the information in his 
computer programs and compare usages over time.  The Board approved execution of the contract. 
 
Consent Agenda Items: 
 

The February 9, 2015 meeting minutes will be reviewed later in the meeting.  MOTION made by 

Trustee Randazzo, 2nd by Trustee Rantanen to approve Consent Agenda items, as follows: 
   

1. Approve Payroll #19 – 01/29/2015 – 02/12/2015 - $37,043.00 
2. Approve Abstract #18 - $92,792.12 
3. Use of Pavilion – Kirkland Wedding – 10/2 thru 4/2015 
 

The motion was carried. Following is a breakdown of approved expenditures: 
 

Payroll #19 01/29/2015 – 02/11/2015 $37,043.00 

Abstract #18  $92,792.12 

General Fund Vouchers A15-544 through A15-576 29,278.50 
Water Fund Vouchers F15-139 through F15-145 9,654.26 
Sewer Fund Vouchers G15-232 through G15-242 53,859.36 

 
Committee Reports: 
  
 Trustee Rantanen reported the library met a week earlier than usual.  She also said that the 2015-
2016 library budget is compiled and ready to submit to the Clerk-Treasurer. Kristy Perry, the Library 
Executive Director, is requesting to go to the school board and ask that library funding in the amount of 
$5,000.00 be part of the school budget. The Executive Director will coordinate with other local libraries to do 
this. It would be up to the Public to vote on it. It used to be an occasional request. It would be in addition to 
the school tax levy. 
 
 Trustee Randazzo had nothing to report this meeting. 
 
LOCAL LAW #3 for 2015:  
 

 Trustee Anthony Randazzo introduced Local Law #3 to Regulate Hours of Operation of Outside 
Bars within the Village of Clayton.  
 

A Public Notice will be advertised to hold the Public Hearing at the next Village Board Meeting on 
March 9, 2015 at 7 p.m.  MOTION by Trustee Rantanen, 2nd by Trustee Randazzo to set a Public Hearing 

date for March 9 at 7 p.m. The motion was carried. 
 

New Business: 

 
 The 2015-2016 Sludge Bid should go out soon. 
 
 Trustee Randazzo will talk more with Chief Patenaude about snow removal, and will knock on 
doors if necessary. We have to be more forceful despite the fact that it has been a harsher winter. 
 
 The Vehicle Use Policy must have a log. This will be tabled till the next meeting. 
 
2nd Quarter Financials: 
 
 Trustee Rantanen has looked at them but does not understand all of them. Mayor Zimmer thought 
it looked good considering we are halfway through the fiscal year. Trustee Randazzo has spoken with 
Trustee Beattie and he didn’t have any concerns. 
 
Mayor’s Report: 
 

The Deputy Clerk has 98 hours of vacation time to use. It was supposed to be used by April 1 but 
with her extra duties due to the Clerk-Treasurer’s absence, she has not been able to use it. It is agreed that 
she will be paid for one week and let her carry over another. 
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 The Chamber wants to change the dates of the Farmers’ Market from the dates approved at the 
January 26, 2015 meeting. These were June 18 through September 10. They now want to make the start 
date June 4. The original request will be rescinded and we will accept the new dates. 
 
 The public information meeting on February 19, 2015 with National Grid, NYSDOT and DANC went 
well. Todd Froysell will bring the Forestry Manager to see what tree removal or trimming needs to be done 
on Hugunin Street. There will be a walk-through in April. Trustee Randazzo asked how the property owners 
feel; out of 26 involved, we only need 4 or 5 more to sign off on it.  Carrie Tuttle took minutes at the meeting 
and she will provide them to the Village to post on the website. The State has been working well with us. 
Time-Warner, Westelcom and Verizon will have their plans by May 1st.  The Village will have to make its 
decision by early summer on laterals, water lines and overhead wire “betterment.” There is a lot of support, 
but no funding as yet. 
 

An article in the paper was disheartening. State law, not local law, decides where sex offenders can 
live. The Village has already passed its law, but it is superceded by the State law. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
 Larry Aubertine said that the local municipality can send to the Liquor Authority a list of people who 
are not abiding by laws set for hours of operation. 
 
 Susie O’Neill would like to thank the DPW Superintendent and his crew for the extra salt and sand 
used to control ice on the street in front of her home, as there had been two accidents there recently.  
 
 The February 9, 2015 meeting minutes were discussed and changes made. The Board was 
satisfied with the changes and MOTION was made by Trustee Randazzo and 2nd by Trustee 

Rantanen to accept the minutes as corrected.  
 
Adjournment: 
 
 Trustee Rantanen presented a MOTION to adjourn this meeting at 7:40 p.m. Trustee Randazzo 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 
 
 
Janet Sullins 
Interim Clerk 


