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What a Change 
Clayton has seen 

in the last Five Years
Five years ago there were empty store fronts, and an 
abandoned 8-acre industrial site right on the             
St. Lawrence Seaway.  

Today every store is occupied.

And that industrial site? Completely transformed!*

*Statement from the conference of the Adirondack North 
County Association
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The public sector has invested $50M this village.  
Our downtown is vibrant with:
 A Four Diamond Hotel, 
 New boutique stores, apartments and restaurants
 Shops that have been serving this community for decades.
 Watertown Savings Bank is replacing the existing facility with a 

2-story building in October 2016, 
Town houses and a yoga studio planned for Theresa Street,

 Town houses on Riverside Drive
 The Graves Street old tent factory has been sold and has 

private sector dollars making a substantial investment in 
upgrades, 

 The dentist office next door has a new addition and 
 The TIERS building opened in September 2016, made possible 

by a campaign that has raised $1M dollars.

Underground Utilities for new development and reconstruction 
should consider the benefits and feasibility of underground 
placement.  Not only do they increase property value with 

improved aesthetics, they also provide better reliability during 
severe weather, resulting in far fewer power interruptions, fewer 

motor vehicle accidents, and reduce live wire contact injuries. 
Ungergrounding utilities will result in positive economic impacts.

4Many misunderstand the true impact of tourism



Building Safety: The location of the 21 
power poles and lines is unsafe according 

to the NYS High Voltage Proximity Act.  
The high voltage lines are located too 

close to the buildings to be considered 
safe to the building or the buildings 

occupants.  These power poles could 
never be placed in the current location 

according to today’s standards. 

WHY WE SHOULD ADOPT 
LOCAL LAW #2
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View from New Clayton Yacht House Building
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Fire Safety:

The location of the 21 power poles and lines in 
close proximity to the buildings presents a 

significant fire safety hazard.  If there was a fire 
in any of these historic buildings (there have 

been 3 major fires since 1980’s, including one 
with a loss of life) the firefighters would face 

the obstacle of having the power lines so close 
to the buildings.  Fire fighters would first need 
to call the utility company to shut off power to 
a large portion of the downtown before they 
were then able to put water on the fire or use 

any aerial devices.  This delay adds to the 
potential loss of life and additional buildings, as 
there is little or no fire separation between the 

buildings.  

WHY WE SHOULD ADOPT 
LOCAL LAW #2
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RAKs Fire Courtesy of TI Museum 11
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McCormack’s Fire Courtesy of TI Museum 13



Watertown Daily Times 12/31/1988Ben Franklin Building
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Courtesy of TI MuseumImpact of the Ben Franklin Fire 15



Weather: Burying the utility lines 
would make the utility lines less 

vulnerable to weather activity, such 
as wind, snow and ice.  This was 
evident during the ice storm of 

1998 when the historic downtown 
area was without power for 30 

days.

WHY WE SHOULD ADOPT 
LOCAL LAW #2
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Main street economic impact:  

no village power, 

 store front & restaurants shut down, 

no supplies in or out of village, 

no banks, no cash flow, 

homes, building damaged from falled
poles, 

devastating to economy for a small 
village due to loss of power for such an 
extended length of time

WHY WE SHOULD ADOPT 
LOCAL LAW #2
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Preservation of the Historic District: Numerous 
properties are unable to maintain the 2nd and 3rd story of 

their facades due to the location of the high voltage 
power lines and the High Voltage Proximity Act enforced 

by OSHEA.  Burying the power lines will allow for the 
property owners to maintain and improve their 

properties, directly contributing to the preservation of 
the designated historic district, which is a valuable asset 

to the community.

The Comprehensive Plan and the LWRP are designed to 
protect the character and the open skies, and this needs 
to be considered for improvements and redevelopment 

to contemplate the benefits and feasiblilty of 
underground communication, utilities.

The benefits include safety operations, maintenance and  
aesthetics which will accrue as well as boost positive 

economic revitalizations.  Studies bear testament that 
well planned attractive convenient districts attract 

desirable successful businesses and increase property 
value while improving the quality of life.

WHY WE SHOULD BURY 
Communication/Power 
Infrastructure
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Project Cost:  $5,000,000

Current funding to date: $1,500,000 

We currently have 1.5M towards this $5M 
project. With the anticipated retiring of 
current debt, as well as our aggressive 

endeavor to find additional grants, along with 
other sources and support, we are confident 

that by the time this project goes to 
permanent financing the impact will be 

substantially minimized.

Funding
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Ornamental Lighting $             510,000 

Conduit & Vault System $             740,000 

National Grid Modifications & Engineering $          2,514,332 

Communications  Company Expense (TWC, Verizon, Westelcom) $             500,000 

Administrative, Management, Legal $             201,232 

Village Property Connections $             47,744 

Contingency $             486,692 

TOTAL PROJECT COST $          5,000,000 



Opportunity for Substantial Cost Savings:

New York State DOT State Road 970L project 
(reconstruct and resurface from light to 

light) has provided an opportunity to realize 
significant cost savings in burying the power 
lines in collaboration with that project.  The 

savings offered by the collaboration with 
the NYS DOT project make this project a real 

possibility for the first time.  If it is not 
completed in collaboration with the NYS 

DOT project it would be financially 
impossible, and it would be completely 

irresponsible to consider this project once 
the state project is complete.

WHY WE SHOULD BURY 
Power/Communication 
Infrastructure
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Visual Impact:

While it may seem the least important of all 
the benefits of the project, burying the 

utility lines would have a significant impact 
on the aesthetics of the historic downtown.  
Clayton is known for the historic waterfront 

shopping district and relies heavily on 
tourism.  Improving the aesthetics of the 

historic shopping district and improving the 
historic properties will have an impact on 
the local tourism.  The idea of burying the 
utility lines for aesthetic reasons reaches 

back over 50 years in with the 
Comprehensive Plan and Local Waterfront 

Revitalization Plan (LWRP) documents.

A PICTURE IS WORTH 1000 WORDS

WHY WE SHOULD BURY 
Communication/Power 
Infrastructure
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Courtesy of Elaine Garvey Design
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Courtesy of Elaine Garvey Design
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In the past ten years, the property owners 
along Riverside Drive and the lower portion 

of James Street have invested millions of 
private funds into their properties.  The 
property owners and business district 

substantially contribute to the local 
economy, making Clayton a great place to 
live, visit and work.  Improving the historic 

shopping district is improving the entire 
community.  

This district has an assessed value of over 
$14,300,000. 

(multiple properties owned by a single tax payer)

WHY WE SHOULD BURY 
Power/Communication 
Infrastructure
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In Favor
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